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Wonde rs Why 


Protestants 


Discarded Beautiful Practice 


(In Sunday Pictorial, Oct. 22, 1916) 


By Horatio Bottomley (Editor of 
“John Bull.) 
“Lord Roberts on his death-bed, in 
November, 1914, said: ‘Now that we 
have the men and the munitions, all 
we want is a nation on its knees.’ 
“Come, come, my Christian critics— 
have we made so little progress, after 
all, since the gates of hell were opened | 
in August, 19147 I had hoped that in 
the presence of the great world) 
tracedy our old narrow, sectarian 
wrangles had gone for ever, and that | 
we were all today yearning for one 
great Church and Faith, which should | 
bring us nearet to God than we have | 
ever been before. 
verses I have endeavored to express 
that view, and I venture to quote these 


in e* 
. . 


‘Come, comrade, we must answer— 
and let our answer be— 

Why is the red biood flowing 7—To 
Chasten you and me. 

Yes, comrade, that’s the message: so 
let us bow the head; 

God cheer the weeping womei. 
bless the silent dead. 

And from this very moment, 
open a fresh page; 


—God 


Record our resolution—the birth of | 


this new age.” 


“Now, may I say how I would like 


to see the people spiritualized, elevat-| 
ed and purified by the sacrifice and) 


» suffering of this war? 


I am no re- 


» ligionist, and as I have often said, I: 


would rather that my tongue were cut 
from its roots, or my hand ‘stricken 
with palsy, than that I should speak 


or write a word of insincerity in re-. 


gard to a subject so grave and solemn 


as the ordeal through which the world | 


is passing today. God knows that it 
should bring to the surface the best 
which is in every one of us. 
personally, it has meant a new view 
of life—and of death. But instead of 
making me an upbraider of my fellow- 
man I am disposed to be more tolerant 
. his Seatts. I seemernber thats 


In my own war | 


we'll | 


To me, | 


“There is so much good in the worst 
of us, 
And so much bad in the best of us, 
That it ill becomes any one of us 
To find fault with the rest of us. 


“And I want to suggest to the 
priests and parsons and ministers of 


, are booming and our brothers are fall- | 
_ing, we may all be brought, every day | 
| of our lives, nearer to God. 


“Let us take an item from the great | 
Roman Catholic Church. No, my Prot- | 
_estant friends, don’t ‘protest’ because | 
it is from that Church. What does it 
matter? Let us revive the Angelus 
Bell. 


the church in the distance is ringing 
out its call to prayer? 
of every church—Catholic and Protes- 
tant, High Church and Low Charch, 
Established and Nonconformist/“-ring 
out at eventide, just for a minute— 
,and during that sacred intérval let 
every man uncover and every woman | 
bow the head—just for an instant’s | 
silent communion with God. I vow 
there would be no real sin that night; 
and we should look into each other’s | 


_eyes with a kindlier and purer gaze. 
' 


: 
: . > 

| doings, of the poor and suffering, of 
the brave boys 
those who are sleeping there eternally 
—and of the wounded heroes at home; 


al? denominations that there is one 
| way in which, even whilst the guns | 


Who has not seen the great pic- | 
ture by the French artist, Millet, de-| 
| picting two gleaners in the field, with | 
| bowed heads, as the evening bell from | 


Let the bells | 


if 


scale eee 


Just a minute with God—right away | 
from all the sordid things of the; 
world; a thought of our own day's; 


in the treriches—of | 


had led the 
been stolen 
ised land. 


l 
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eT NeTeaNS 
fieformation in England Produced Desolation 


FROUDE. 


(“History of England,” Vol. V., P. 202) 
“The deliverers of England from the bond of the papacy 
e out into a wilderness, where the manna had 
e leaders, and there were no tokens of a prom- 
o the universities the Reformation had brought 
with it desolation. To the péople of England it had brought 
misery and want. The once Open hand was closed; the once 
aia tart was hardened; the ancient a of man to man 
was exchanged for the seuffli g of selfis 
faith had brought with it no increase of fr 
charity. The prisons were crowded with sufferers for opinion, 
and the creed of a thousand years was made a crime by a doc- 
trine of yesterday; monks and nuns wandered by hedge and 
” hway, as missionaries of discontent, and pointed with bitter 
ect to the fruits of the new belief which had been crimsoned 
in the blood of thousands of 
tyranny under which the nation was groaning, the moderate 
men of all creeds looked to the accession of Mary as to the roll- 
ing away of some bad, black nightmare.” 


ness; the change of 
eedom: and less of 


glish peasants. 
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HER RS SE SEES HOSS « is 
Great Evil of Our Day: Moral Questions are 


Settled Independently. of Supreme Lawgiver 


MORAL ANARCHY OR 
AUTHORITY? 


Dr. F. W. Foerster, the famous non- | sy ; 


Catholic Professor of Ethics and Edu- | 


a thought about the mystery beyond | cational Psychology, has a splendid | 


the grave, a thought for every friend 
—aye, and for every enemy as well | 
worthy of forgiveness. 
and Pastors, isn’t 
‘worthy of a trial? 


bell 


the experiment 


“The evening calls men 


women to God. 


‘introductory chapter in his book, | 
“Marriage and the Sex Problem.” He 


Come, Priests | asks whether we shall judge questions 
|of right and wrong by anarchy, 


that 


|is, by mere individual opinion (some- 


and! times called Academic Freedom), 
I sometimes wonder | by authority, that is, by the traditional | 
why a rite so acceptable to Protestant | teachings of Christianity. 


or 


His pun- 


theology has been preserved in Roman gent and common sense criticism of 
Catholic countries and allowed to lapse the modern tendency to anarchy in 


in the lands that followed Luther.” 


Minister Speaks on“* World’s 


Debt to the Catholic Church’’ 


Rev. N. E. McLaughlin (Universalist), 
Monroe, Wis., Dec. 4, 1916. 


\t the mere mention of the Roman 

‘atholic Church today some people 

» ‘red.’ 

“The most stupendous fact in his- 
tory is Christianity and for fifteen 
hundred years the Catholie Church and 
Christianity were practically synono- 
mous. We owe: 

“1. Historical Debt. This Church 
made Christianity a world religion. 
It carried the cross of Christ around 
the world. 
which grew in the rocky soil of Israel, 


nurtured it, transplanted it in Rome, | 
‘the chief city of the world, and made | 


Christianity a power in the world 


Jupiter, Zeus Thor and heathen gods | 


were supplanted by Jesus Christ. 


Some prejudiced minds think that all | 


the Popes were imposters, grafters 


and immoral, but history does not sub- \Jesuit lead the way.’ 
The Borgias | 
are not the typical representatives of | 
Many of | 
them were great men, most of them) 


Stantiate the prejudice. 
the papacy by any means. 


scholars and as true ambassadors of 
Christ as any age has produced. This} 
Church developed Christianity until it 
became a spiritual and temporal 
power, 

“s Aesthetic Debt. Has any 
church fostered the arts like the 
Roman Catholic? The most beautiful | 


Some “Inside’’ 


' buildings 


It took the tender plant 


in the world 
churches—Milan, Cologne, 
three greatest painters in the world— 
Angelo, Raphael, Da Vinci, pursued 
their art, under the encouragement of 
this Church. The modern drama had 
its birth in this Church. Palestrina, 
the father of modern music, wrote for 
the Church. The Ambrosian and 
Geogorian Chants were of inestimable 
‘value in the formation of the musical 
scale as we now have it. The Crusades 
‘were Catholic military pilgrimages to 
the Holy Land. They were directly 
responsible for the Renaissance—the 
|enlightenment of Europe. 

“3 Religious Debt. The consecra- 
tion, loyalty and fervor of the 


etc. 


passed. Says Parkman, 
of America: 


1 eng ane moral questions deserves to 


| be summarized for a wider circle of | 


— 


are Catholic | 
The | 


The Negro of the South sometimes 
imagines quite suddenly that he has 
a call to preach religion. Similarly, 
nowadeys, almest every one confers 
‘upon himself the right to set up moral 
theories and to pit his little bit of 


| knowledge against the wisdom of cen- 


i turies of Christianity. 


(the factors of feeling, 


'moral questions. 
| tions we look to experts, 
Roman | 
.| Catholic may be equaled, but not sur- 
the historian | 
‘Not a river was discov- | 
ered, a cape tuned, nor a promontory | 


| sighted in French America but that a'| 


Read the 
‘Jesuits in America,’ by Parkman, if 
you want to know how these men pen- 
etrated the wilderness armed 
with consecration, faith and a rosary. 


only 


Is there a denomination which inter- | 


prets more literally James I, 27vs.? 
Their hospitals, old age homes, or- | 
phanages and schools dot this land. 
We may be opposed very decidedly to 
their religious schools, but their hos- 
pitals are evidences of a Christianity 
of cots, and not words.” 


Facts 


About the Catholic Church 


By Rev. Thomas F. Ceakley, D. D., 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


SAD CATHOLICS AND THE HOLI- 
NESS OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 

When we say that the Catholic 
Church is “Holy” we do net mean that | 
‘very so-called Catholic is a paragon 
of virtue. Judas was @ Catholic, and 

was no paragon of virtue. 

More than eight per cent of the 
Apostles betrayed Christ; it seems at 
times today that the percentage is 

‘ost ag high; yet neither the in- 
Annity of ancient nor modern Judases 
imperils the holiness of the Church. 

You would not judge the Pittsburgh 

Company by the gob piles, the 
mine refuse, and the dirt at the mouth 
® coal mine; so also do not judge 
the Catholie Church by its refuse and 
derelict; : 


en 


if Judas, who knew Christ, talked to 


(vania Railroad by the wrecked loco- 
_ motives and cars piled up after a col- 
lision;. so also you ‘shopld not judge 
the Catholic Church by the wrecks of 
those who have collided with the laws 
of the Catholic Church. 

You would not judge the Carnegie 
Steel Company by the slag discarded | 
from its blast furnaces; so also do not 
judge the Catholic Church by the so- 
called hypocrites and whitened sepul- 


In this age of 
criticism the most important criticism 
is lacking, namely, self-criticism. 
Many modern sociologists, for in- 
stance, presume to settle deep moral 
problems without regard to their own 
very limited range of experience and 
observation, and without considering 
passion, etc., 
that might disturb their judgment. 
Indeed the lack of self-criticism is 
especially evident in the treatment of 
In most other ques- 
but moral 
questions are decided superficially and 
emotionally by anybody. Without 
training in moral omens ons or the- 


| 


i 


By the Rev. H. C. Hengell, 
Madison, Wis. 


sociologist$, doctors, lawyers, 
moving picture producers, journalists, 


professors, students, and even sob sis- | 
ters presume to teach us what is right 


and wrong in moral conduct. They 
judge these matters by their feelings 


and not by sound moral principles. | 


Lewd dancing, for example, is made 


‘right merely because the superficial 


|preachers endorse 


crowd feels and acts that way about 
it. Criminal and artificial methods of 
birth control are shamelessly advo- 
cated on mere emotional grounds of 
expediency. Plays minister to lewd- 
ness under the hypocritical pretense of 
teaching a moral leason, and even 
them. In other 
words some of the Ten Command- 


,ments are explained away by popular 
| vote. 


This is @ sentimental age in 
which people thin® their feelings only. 
The attitude towards their cherished 
feelings and failings is anything but 
critical and scientific. They forget 
that only trained moral experts who 


have been severe with themselves and 


| what 


anarchy 


who have conquered feeling and pas- 
sion can safely and scientifically teach 
is right and wrong in human 
conduct. Without their guidance the 
human race drifting 
and self-destruction. The 
only time-tested antidote the 
supréme authority of Christ speaking 
through His Church. 

Reason alone cannot save the race 
from moral degeneration. History 
proves that. The ancient Greeks and 
Romans had better thinkers than we 
have, but immorality was 
among them. 


is into moral! 


is 


rampant 
Psychology also proves 


that the individual’s reason alone is 
‘not a safe moral guide, ‘because reason 
iis only one of man’s powers and is 


necessarily influenced by the other 


|powers such as feeling and passion. 


In Goethe’s Faust, 
says: “Calling it reason, 
alone to 
beast.” 


Mephistopeles 
he uses it 
more bestial than 


be any 


Many a false modern prophet, 
ignoring Christianity, propounds mora! 
and religious views that are nothing 
but the reflection of his perverse im- 
pulses; but he regards them the 
outcome of his thought! He may be 
following his consctence sincerely, 
that is not the point. The Church 


as 


but 
al 


‘Ways taught that a man must follow 


his conscience gincerely, but she also 
taught him that he must adjust and 
reguiate his conscience by an author- 
ity other than his own likes and dis- 
likes. Every person carries a watch 
nowadays, but what good would it 
if did 


standard time. 


74a) 
by 


own 


not 
but 


him he regulate it 


only by his 


personal fancy? 


God has given a conscience to every 
but this conscience itself dictates 
that he should also seek counsel and 
authority in delicate matters in which 
he is tempted to favor his emotions at 
the expense of the moral law 


one, 


Catholics have reason to be thankful 
infallible 
Church in religion 
they follow 


will 


for possessing the 
of the 
if 


they 


ruidange 
and morals 
her moral teachings, 
free from 
expediency, 
In 


questions, they are not 
mislead by anarchy( 


be truly free 


free from L 


fre mm 


emotion, 
free 


ere 
superficial influences. 
deciding moral! 
personal views), 


but guided by competent authority 


The Catholic Church Played No Part 


In Bringing Watson to Trial = 


SOME PEOPLE FOOLISHLY BELIEVE THAT THE CATHOLIC 
HIERARCHY HAD WATSON INDICTED. 


The Augusta Chronicle, Dec. 2, 1916.) 


“The so-called acquittal, by a jury 


|in the Federal Court, of Thomas E. 


scene matter through the mails, is, 
after all, perhaps, the best disposition 
that could have been made of afi im- 
possible prosecution. 

“We do not know, of course, whether 
or not the jury that tried Watson 
really believes that the matter in ques- 
tion was not obscene, or whether it 
merely decided that this was the best 
way to end a nasty matter that had 
soiled the records of the federal court 
for the southern district of Georgia—- 
as well as the columns of the public 


_press—for too long a time already; 


| 


| chres, parading under Catholic names, | | 


but whe never go to Mass, or receive | 
the Sacraments. 

In other words, judge the Catholic | 
Church just as you judge any other 
institution, namely by its finished | 
product. The Pennsylvania Limited is) 


the Pennsylvania Railroad than a 
freight wreck blocking the main line. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad cannot 
run its trains without the co-operation 
of its employees, who must obey train 
regulations. So also the Catholic 
Church cannot save souls, and take 
them on their journey to eternity, 


—EE 


(Continued on Page Four) 


\ but, whatever motive prompted the 
verdict, even though it was in direct 


conflict with the law and the facts, the | 


public generally will accept it as a 
very good riddance of bad rubbish. 


“Even had this jury, as others have 


Catholic Church and the government 
were arrayed against him, in an effort 
to stifle free speech and freedom of 
the press—-neither of which, however, 


, as Judge Lambdin explained to the 
Watson, on the charge of sending ob-. 


jury, were at all involved in the case. 
To expect, however, that Watson’s fo! 
lowers would take the word of a fed 
eral judge, or would accept the 
and the evidence, as against the 
of their hero, s too much; for not 
even a revelation from on high could 
convince some of them that he is any- 
thing less than the Lord’s anointed. 
“So, we say again, that for the bene- 
fit of that portion of the public which 
has been nauseated well nigh to death 
with this man’s crazy vaporings—his 
weekly assaults on everything and 
everybody that good and 
while—even a verdict of ‘acquittal’ 
a most happy, if not convincing, end 
to a very nasty and unprofitable pro 


law 
wor I 
wa 


13 worth 


in 


ceeding. 


| dene, made a mistrial of the Watson 


case, The Chronicle was prepared to 


| urge a discontinuance of the prosecu- 


a better evidence of the excellence of cause we 


| tion; not, however, because of any 
‘doubt as to Watson’s guilt, but be- 
fealized that there was no 
‘hope of convicting him—under the 


'present system of selecting juries— 


without the co-operation of its mem- 


and because, too, the continuance of | on second thought, and after re-read- 


“No doubt, Watson will continue to 
offend the proprieties by his sugges- 
tive, if not downright filthy, publica- 


tions—for which, unfortunately, there 
‘is always a market—but there is the 


consolation that these need go into 
the homes only of these who have the 


\stomach for such things, As, for in 


the prosecution served no public good, | 


but, rather, played inte Watson's 


hands, by enabling him to cry ‘perse- 


cution’ and continue te pose as a) 


martyr. 


stance, these delectuble sentences from 
some recent issues of his paper: (But, 


ing the articles in question, we canavt 
offend our own readers by reproducing 
the language in question). 

“Perhaps, after all, it would be best 


for everyone, the press, the pulpit and 


Aone Too Rn Wied te te ait} tie aneetn, to let this man go’ his way 
to keep his followers inflamed with the | without further notice; for no amount 


idea that: the combined forces of the | of exposure, no sort of denunciation, 


| not 


his 
weaken him with the people to 
he and the other kind may 
be happier and hold a better opinion of 
mankind if the 


of him 


“That he 
a frightful and 


ever own misdeeds seem 
Whol 
caters 
in renera!l 


so often. 


has done, a 


(,eorg) t Tie) 


righ 


work influence 


BLSOL & 


* reproduce here 


errmTor clé 


~_nmnuren;: ¢ 

Cati of vithheld wh 
Watson t 

thougn it 

s other ¢ 


eOTrvyia Ga 


thoughts a! 
eritable forces 


biastir Le with Cart 


“‘Some men’s 
speech make them 
of infection, 
less thought and wicked speech 
vast + Sepeiamen of peopl In no 
rment, the Hon rhomas 
Wa son, endowed by Almighty 
God wile as brilliant a mind 
any Georgian in this 


has become so emb 


reneratic 
ttered, ail the 
juices of his soul have 
vinegar, unti! his ind 
leadership constitute him the most 
dangerous man in Georgia to 


“And, 
good-bye——but not 
ing of pity-—to a man who has 
tituted the great mental gift 
which nature endowed him 
him to return, if be 


turned | 


WTiti? 


lay. 

now, if we may, 

witnou 

) ive 
with 

, and leave 


will, to his wal- 


low.” 


/and 


ee 


ence of a minister was needed, 
here among so many men away from 
ithe influence of home 


C lows » Olea voution of Ce 
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Changes People’ s Op 


ONE VICTORY OF CATHOLIC : 
SOLDIERS. 


The way our Catholic soldiers on the 
Mexican border have shown their de- 


and, I must confess, bigoted, but. 
what I have seen from 

I have become as broad 

ocean, and I teke of my Rast 

am a member of all the 


votion to their religion has impressed 
edifed many 
clergyman as well as layman. 


a non-Catholic, | chil 
From | Americanism and patriotism, eA oo 
' time to time we have printed in these | 
' columns testimony to that effect. Now 


ganizations in my town, 
whose members are always 


of all these we got only six 


'T told my congregation two 


we are able to furnish further striking | ago the sight I saw oh Sunday it 


evidence on this point, furnished by | 


the Rev. M. J. O'Connor in a letter to | 
the Boston Pilot from El Paso. 


Father O’Connor says that there is/ 
no doubt that from a Catholic point 
of view, the border duty has done 
much to broaden the minds of many 
toward the Church. While talking re- 


‘eenhtly with a chaplain from Pennsyl- 


vania, who had occasion to take a fur- 
lough of thirty days to straigthen out 
some church matters in his parish, he 
said to Father O'Connor: 
have never in my life wished that I 
was a Catholic priest until now.” 
Father O’Connor asked why such a 
statement, “IT feel that 
the only man who can do any good in 
the army is the Catholic priest. 
morning,” he continued, “ 
had one hundred men at my service 
the 
the thousand close by, and nothing im- 
pressed me more than the piety and 
devotion manifested. — 

“Tl had to go home, because some 
few of my parish had criticized me for 
going with the troops, as they thought 
it unnecessary, but if ever the pres- 


and he said: 


Besides, it Ras 
opened my eyes to the patriotism of 
the Catholics. I came here narrow, 


Many ministers in Holland, as in 
exhibit a 
decided leaning Romeward at present. 
Many, them De 
Light, van Senden, Gerrelsen and Rut- 
gers—all of them 


Dutch Established 


other Protestant countries, 


among Snethlage, 


preachers of the 


for instance, 
in the Reformed journal Onward, that 
he is persuaded That “the doctrine of 
purgatory, spiritually understood, and 
viewed from the psychological stand 
point, the 
absurd vagaries in 


Pastor Rutgers, prints 


is far more rational than 
frigid and indeed 


vogue among Protestants concerning 
Pastor Snethliage 


approval to these 


hereafter.” 
cer ded 
‘ SAY ity 


Dutch 


men’s 
affixes his 
sentiment ‘that 
that the 
lent of t 
tory - 
Dr. J. H 
periodical of 


tL were wel! 
church had the equiva 
he tion an aoctrine 


of purga 
Gsgunnit 


he Protestant 


| 
tne 


whi editor, 
writes as follows ot 
fe What b 

to iis from the of 
followed by the imparting of pardon! 
We indoctrinated with the ut 


termost ent 


acramental con 


wou! } Pet 


SSion ‘crue 


practice confession 


are 


velopm of religious in 


so absolutely limited te 


ur dealings with God. 
self, that 
ld na 


and #0 
if 


ie ih 


ely partial to only 


nawhile we cou ve 
ain chosen 


safely 


men 


and reverent! 


“Father, [| 


This | 
while I only | 


it is | 


Church—-have so 
committed themselves recently. 


camp, how thousands of C 

knelt on the ground at your | 

| bareheaded; I told them : 

chapel you had in camp, and how s 

vice was held every morning and at 

tended by a goodly number of 

officers and men, and then Ww 

thought of myself and other 

tant chaplains like me who could 1 

ter only a few hundred to worship, I 

felt as if my office as a 

amounted to nothing. *. am 
“You are blessed,” he contin te, 

“because you have a colonel and 

cers who give the example to the mei 

but we have no encouragement ff . 

our officers.” He further stated t 

“when he went home he would 

more respect for the* Catholics 

that nobody could question their 


a 


,| Tiotism or loyalty in his presence.” 


Catholics were on their knees by | 


All this was the outpouring of ’ 
honest and sincere Baptist minister 
who had his eyes opened to the f , 
that Catholics were x ed 
Father O'Connor said to him: 
would like to quote you,” and he 2 
swered: “You may quote every ¥ 
I have said and I shall stand t 
it. But, Father,” he said, weal 
have a priest with us. In our cam € 
where there are about 12,000 


wh 


(Continued on Page Four) 
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There Is a Strong Romeward_ 
Tendency in Holland 


ae. 
= 


our burden of wickedness, our sins and 
our battles with temptation, as well at 
our bitter sorrow—O what a boon of = 
relief it would be; and then to 
from their lips in God's name the 
blessed assurance: ‘Be of good heart, — 
son, thy sins are forgiven thee!’ How — | 
sweet it seems, and how beautifull > 
‘Indeed our Savior, who knows what dee | 
in man better than our own Protestant ~~ * 
teachers urges us through His a 
Apostle: ‘Confess your sins one to an 8 
other’ (James v, 16). And, so tender a9 
in His pity, that He has given power 
to men thus to become each others = *" 
consolation and help unto eternal life 3 
by imparting absolution in His name,” 
(John xx, 23) 
With regard to the papacy the same 
writer says: “All honor to the Roman 
Church for such institution! 
Neither for this nor any other of hem 
offices waited on the 
of this world. The princes 
sprung from 
y; spiritual 
cations are held vale ient for fit- 
men the purple or the 

On this account the papal suc- 
come to our day 
‘h cannot be said 
Not the 
e's escutcheon, but 
Holy Spirit's favor 

s for a place 
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», he considered diffe 

The ino thomy petuires, 

sid, be partly tiapemsibile. 

tut he thought the greater responsi. 
bility rests upen parenta who give 
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—— "IN THE PARISH Hf 
By Edw. F. Garesche, S. J. Editor “The Queen’s Work,” St. Louis, Mo. : 


PLANNING TOGETHER. 
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REV. JOHN F. NOLL, LL.D., Edito The first step toward unity of action is unity of planning and pur- 
pose. A line of marching soldiers can only keep together by stepping out 
in time and rhythm. To break step is easy because every one may go 
just as he pleases> To keep step requires a very perfect union. It is the 
same in all enterprises. To keep together means to follow a definite and 
identical plan of action. Therefore, to insure unity we must all plan 
together. 

Unity always involves sacrifices. Even to plan together means giv- 
ing up something of our own pet plans, and taking something of the 
plans of others. Many heads, many plans. If you start a hundred men 
to planning to achieve a certain purpose, there will be a hundred plans 
when they have finished. Therefore, to plan together implies a courteous 
yielding, a tactful adaptment, the willingness to give up one’s own pet 
purposes and to allow for the pet purposes of others. 

Again, to plan together we must have some one to lead us. To most 
men, when it comes to Catholic action, it is impossible for them to plan 
for themselves. Planning needs a careful study of the grounds; it needs 
the close observation of many conditions, and a familiarity with what is 
being done already. This study and consideration is possible only to the 
comparatively few. Unity of planning, therefore, must begin with those 
who are capable of moulding Catholic thought; they must plan together, 
adept their plans to present circumstances, formulate them in unison and i 
give the great body of the people a definite program to work on. ~ ~— tirely new fs especially de § 
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membering friends by some present on Christmas day. 
We wonder in how many minds the first thought 1s to 
make some returns to Almighty God, Who is not only 
their best Friend and Benefactor, but without Whom 
there would be no meaning to Christmas! The first: 
thought of a Christian at this season should be to pre- 
pare his soul for the reception of heavenly graces on 
the anniversary of the day on which “God so loved the 
world that He gave His only-begotten Son” as His 
Christmas present. 
Those who have been particularly favored during 
the year which is drawing to a close should remember 
the “least of His brethren”, the poor, the orphan, who 
have not been blessed in any material way. A Christ- 
mas gift equally fitting would be something for the 
rish church, in which alone the anniversary of the 
nearnation is fittingly observed. “Christ Mass” 
shows whence the feast has ‘its name, as well as the 
manner in which it has been kept historically from the 
early centuries. 


ry 


COMING ROMEWARD IN SPITE OF 
THEMSELVES. 


It is interesting to note. how, despite several cen- 
turies of protest against Catholic practices and 
usages, the different sects are beginning to copy these. 
Nothing better evidences the soundness of the prac- 
tices of the old Church than to see rival religions, 
whose very essence has been protest, copy them. 


Our Protestant Episcopal brethren now have 
their sisterhoods; they are beginning to advocate the 
erection of wayside shrines and statues; at their most 
recent national! convention they resolved t#insert into 
their prayer book prayers for the dead, and into their 
ritual a form of absolution to be imparted after con- 
fession; they came nearly eliminating the one reason 
for which they have hitherto allowed remarriage 
after divorce. 


The Lutherans have long had parish schools, and 
several other sects have recently advocated them. The 
Lutherans are placing statues in their churches, and 
other sects are installing picture windows. 


The Methodists, the Presbyterians, the Episco- 
palians, and some other sects are introducing the ob- 
servance of Lent by fasting and self-denial; some o 
them now have retreats for their clergy; where it is 
impossible to have parish schools, they are, on every 
oceasion, sounding the need of religion in education; 
-- many places they are taking advantage of the Gary 

lan. 


THE TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT, 


No sooner was the Christ Child born and laid in the manger of Beth- 
lehem than He drew to Himself the shepherds from the Judean hills and 
the magi from the distant eastern lands. The angel of the Lord an- 
nounced the good tidings of great joy to the lonely watchers “keeping the 
night watches over their flocks,” and the star flashed its message to the 
wise men afar that they might follow in its splendors and find “the child 
with Mary his mother.” 

The spirit of apostolate is inseparable from true Christianity. Not 
bishops and priests alone have the privilege of laboring for God’s Church, 
but every Catholic layman and every Catholic woman should be an apostle 
of Christ to the world in which they live. The star of faith is not to be 
hidden within their souls and suffer eclipse before the eyes of men, but 
should flash out brightly’upon the darkness and with God’s grace light 
the way that leads to the Mother with her Child. 

Never was there more need than now of the lay apostolate and its 
co-operation with the sacerdotal service of the priést. All alike must 
arouse themselves to this truth. We must avail ourselves of every right- 
ful resource, as Christ has taught us. We must learn wisdom from the 
children of the world; we must learn enterprise, forethought and organ- 
ization from those who are not of the fold; we must turn to our own noble 
leaders among the clergy and the laity, and to the Church herself for 
direction and aid that we may effectively accomplish the great work that 
is to be done. 

The love for souls which brought down from heaven the Eternal Word 
af God to be incarnate of the Virgin Mary and which filled with longing 
the heart of the Christ Child in the manger and drew to His cradle-throne 
the Jew and the Gentile, the rich and the poor, the lettered and the un- 
learned; the spirit of zeal which in later years was to cause Him to wait 
in wéariness at the well of Jacob for the poor Samaritan woman and to 
save the thief ubon the cross, must likewise enkindle our lives. Laymen 
and Catholic women, no less than bishops and priests, must labor for the 
interests of the Church and unite for the cause of Christ. 

The opportunities God now gives us, whether in the mission fields 
afar or at our own doors at home, are full of glorious possibilities, Pas- 
tors of souls and the laity alike must give the best of their energy and 
strength that Christ may be born again in the hearts of men and in the 
world of our day. 

Catholic literature, Catholic education and Catholic organization are 
the natural means which must be used by us to the fullest extent of the 
magnificent power for good that they give us. They are the stars which 
light the darkness of this world, and guide men aright in the way that 
leads to Him whom the wise men sought and found of old, “the child with 
Mary his mother.”’ 

Rationalism and radicalism are everywhere active. Protestantism is 
making stupendous efforts to finance the most extensive mission under- 
takings, while it is effectively establishing at home hundreds of institu- 
tions, half social and half religious, which are often endangering even the 
Faith of Catholics, where due provision is not made for them. 

What should not we then, animated by the zeal of Christ, be able to 
«accomplish with the certainty of truth for our possession and the strength 
of the sacraments to support us in our struggles for souls! 

But to answer rightly to the Divine appeal Christ makes to us we 
must be able to count upon every man and every woman within the Cath- 
olic fold. Al) must be willing and glad to labor, individually and unitedly, 
for the interests of the Savior of mankind and of the Church which He 
has founded. No one may hold aloof. By prayers, by alms, by words and 
works and organized efforts we must do what lies in our power to give 
Christ once more to the world that all may be reunited in the one true 
fold. 


__This is the genuine Christmas spirit which should animate us all. 
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Paterson, N. J., Nov. 12, 1916. 
Dear Father Noll: 
Your Sunday Visitor has, since my 


| great interest to me. 
| since Easter a year, and I cannot ex- 
| press my happiness since I embraced 


| the true faith. My only regret is that 
Protestants do not try to investigate | 
the doctrine instead of judging falsely | 


: 
’ 


and unrighteously. 


I was born in a Protestant locality, | 


‘and was baptized and confirmed in a 
| Reformed church. I was in such a 
| situation as to be prejudiced and 
bigoted. Upon meeting Catholics I 
would not trust them, thinking they 
'could commit any crime and be for- 
| given by the priest» It was two years 
|ago, while traveling I met a Catholic 
who explained to me certain things 
regarding the faith. And later, while 
\in Washington, D. C., I entered for the 
first time the portals of a Catholic 
| church. 


‘and more about the doctrine. 


'structed me. However, 


;mond, Va. It did not take me long to 
| understand the true faith. But when 
‘receiving instructions, I lacked the 
full desire of rope a Catholic, 
| knowing the dear folks at home would 
not permit me. But I knew that in 
| serving God in the Catholic Chureh, I 
| would serve Him in a manner truly 
| pleasing to Him, and after careful de- 
| liberation, I finally resolved to become 
'a Catholic. 
| | was baptized on Easter Saturday, 
|and received my first real Holy Com- 
|munion on Easter Sunday, and I dare- 
‘| gay it was the happiest day of my life. 
I sincerely wish and pray that my 


express office, as well as your post office address, County and State ( 


conversion to the “One Fold,” been of | 
I am a Catholic | 


I was very much impressed, | 
‘and thenceforth wanted to know more | 
The | 
prieét of the church in question in-| 
I did not) 
‘finish my instructions there, but con-_ 
| tinued them, somewhat later in Rich-| 
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e will send a copy of this book 
address if you will send us 25e. — ms i 


| MATRE-BERCKER CO. 


) “THE CHURCH GO8DS HOUSE.” 


O'Hare of Brooklyn. 
world will celebrate \ 
reformation end this 


|| 76W. Lake Street Chicago, Tl. 


SEND YOUR TOBACCO COUPONS | 
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reor # 
don't 


Today. And 
Set as a 


value § 


oe oe _— : : ~_ 
as 
EL | no 


$50.00, $100.00 or $1000.09 


that you would like | 

af 

| O Inv Sst 
In an Exceptional and Exclus 


Security, paying guaranteed divi 
dends annually of 


4% 


: 
and participating in all By 
earned above 7 per cent. Write im 
mediately to the 

Celeste Live Stock Coy 
P. O. Box 998, Mobile, Alay 
for information reative to a limi 


amount of treasury stock, now be 
ing offered at par yalue of 


$10.00 a Share. 
subject to prior sale. 


This Company has been in success- 
ful operation for over a year and 


now finds it to 
their facilities, for which 


We import 
extra good quality 


AN APPROPRIATE GIFT FoR A CATHOLIC. | 


« Jeweled Rosary bearing the 


just Say, i 


TAZ | 


Lp 


7 Te. ees 


parents, sisters, brothers and friends 
may some day real soon receive the 
Readers Speak to Readers §t22-vrvises nat mine Teves 
; | knew what it was to be real happy 
UT ss | 


‘until I became a Catholic. Miss 

Springfield, Mass., Dec. 1, 1916. | of the Christ Child, the Holy Family, | West’s articles in Our Sunday Visitor 
Rev. J. F. Noll: . _ | the Magi, etc., than a turkey, a foolish | have always made me rejoice with her, 
Is it not strange that we Catholics | sentence, a snow-covered roof or tree|as I can fully comprehend her happi- 
|will accept most anything for Christ- and the like which we have to be con-/ ness in the faith. I fervently pray 
|mas cards,“while for Thanksgiving, St.| tented with, for the right article can- | that she may help in converting many 
| Valentine and other occasions, we | not be had in the stores, and which more lost souls. I have had the 


, , ; ee 

Nearly all sects are praying for unity; only here ao aa 
they want the right thing in an impossible way. They 
want the different denominations to sacrifice non- 
essentials, and each to contribute what is best in it to 
the rest. This, analyzezd, means the making of a re- 
ligion for God, instead of taking a religion from God. 


of Heaven. Beautifully polished and padded calf covers, gold 


They believe that the exchanging of pulpits, the con- 
ducting of union revivals, will go a long way towards 
effecting this unity. 


The many people who are not affiliated with any 
church, but who want at least Lodge religion, observe 
a ritual and ceremonies often more elaborate than 
those of the Catholic Church, which again shows how 
natural it is to have these. The Masons teach by signs 
and symbols; they wear gorgeous vestments in their 
ceremonies—in many cases these are quite close copies 
of vestments used in Catholic services. Their meet- 
ings are all conducted according to an established 
form and rite. 


sy 
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FOR YOUR OWN HOME AND FOR AN 
XMAS PRESENT. 


Our readers who purchased the beautiful picture, 
entitled “Our Lady of Peace,” this last year, will be 
interested to learn that we use the same pretty pic- 
ture, reduced in size, on our Feast and ‘Fast Day 
Calendars for 1917. We are selling single copies of 
this calendar to our readers at the price each costs us 
in lots of several thousand, viz.: 15c¢ eacn. 

Since we still have many copies of the large pic- 
ture “Our Lady of Peace’, we shall sell them for 
Christmas, while they last, at 35c each. Other dealers 


& sell this artistic picture for $1.00. Send 50c and we 


“ae 
ws 


ie ' 


srs. 


4 * shall mail you both the calendar and the large picture. 


“Cobbett’s History of the Refor- 


» . We ean supply 
mation” (in England) for 50c, postpaid. 


? 
is, 
*. 


| would not think of buying them unless|can be purchased for one-fifth the 


they carried the right idea? 

| Are we trying to eliminate Christ 
|\from Christmas? 

| Take Christ away from Christmas cards at a right time? 
and with children especially it seems Humbly yours, 

to me there is little to cultivate but 
apathy and distraction. 


' price? 


Why could not our Catholic papers | that they are no longer so prone to 
at least offer us the right kind of | prejudice, and have proven to them in 


8. J. GAGNTER. 


should be interested in our 


ANNUITY PLAN 


It is the safest, the most convenient and the most profitable 
investment: 


It is, at the same time, the most 
cause of the missions; it is better than a 


it ie therefore worthy of your careful consideration. We gen- 
erally pay at least 5% annuities. Ask for particulars. When writ- 
ing us, mention the amount you wish to deposit on the Annuity Plan 
and state your age. 


Address: SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD. 
TECHNY, ILL 


The Society is a missionary congregation of 800 Priests and 
880 Brothers.—American ere ks ange Techny, ll, in the arch- 
diocese of Chicago, and Girard, m the diocese of Erie. 


effective f ing the 
ata helping 


est Layman 


}\ come to our Lord, who for us and our 
i; ains and the sins of the whole world 


| Gatholic faith. 
}| too great length, I simply felt I must | 
if inform you as well as possible of the 
H real joy and happiness that is mine in| 


pleasure of getting a few people in- 
terested in the faith to the extent 


many ways that Protestants do not 
| adhere te all of Christ’s teachings, but 
| rather profess only certain parts of 
ithe Bible adopted by their founder, 
'and neglect the most necessary parts 
| taught by our Lord to His disciples. 

I advocate our Catholic faith always 
as the only faith that professes the 


gave up His life on Calvary’s height. 

Im all truth I can say that I am now | 
a real Christian, and that my life 
would be nothing without the true 
If I have written at 


vehi 
sel 
“Mintelomnced “rarest” $c0l Toutes wit AN tan | 
- LOHMANN CO ‘ 
385-387 ST. PETER St. st. Pau, OO : 
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| being a Catholic. | 
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Continued on Page Four) . 


Sa ie ie ee ee ee 


